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PEARS Monthly Meeting 
Al ZS2U on Portable Operation (see addendum 1) 

Tuesday, 19
th

 of June, 7:30 pm 
at the Italian Sporting Club, Charlo, 17 Harold Road. 

Why not wear a name badge with your call sign to the meeting so that everyone can get to know each other. 

 

From The Chair: 
Well it seems as if you are stuck with me for another year. The AGM was held on Saturday 19 May and the 
members voted me in for another term. While I accept this show of faith I want it to be known that I will 
not be available for the position next year as I feel that 2 years is enough, and someone new should pick up 
the reigns. 

While on the topic of the AGM I would like to thank all of you who made the effort to attend. I do not have 
the exact numbers but would estimate at about 40 members being in attendance. A full list of the awards 
is published elsewhere in QSX. A large group remained after the meeting to chat around the braai fires and 
it was cold and dark by the time the last people left. 

Some members of the committee had indicated that they were no longer available so we have 3 new 
members joining us. Your committee for 2012/2013 is made up as follows: Tony ZR2TX, Glen ZS2GV, Chris 
ZS2AAW, Clive ZS2RT, Theunis ZS2EC, Johannes ZS2JO, Patsy ZS2PTY, Llise ZS2LLD and Fred ZR2FM. 

My thanks to those who remain and a big welcome to the new faces. 

By the time you read this, the RAE will be over and hopefully we will have 12 new Hams in PE. 

Main item on the calendar is the VW Rally. We have had a great response and I believe we have sufficient 
volunteers to cover all the required positions. That does not mean that you are not welcome to put your 
name forward as we can always find a supporting role for you. 

In closing I would like to repeat the challenge I put to the members at the AGM. I would really like one of 
the constructors in the club to come up with a project suitable for the less technical members to tackle, 
allowing them to gain confidence, and experience in project construction. 

73  Tony ZR2TX 

 

WRINKLY RAVERS 
The next regular monthly lunchtime meeting of the Wrinklies will take place on Thursday the 7TH of 

June 2012 at the Cattle Baron, Sunridge Park Shopping Centre. You will only be excused if you have a 

"more" important appointment, or you do not have any wrinkles. Come join the folks for some 

tremendous company and fun, whether you have wrinkles or not. 

SEE YOU THERE!!!!! 

 

 

PEARS CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 
It is that time of the year again and club subscriptions are now due. R100 per 
member. Spouses pay R30 and students R30. Wifi fees are R150 per month.  
The Club's banking details are:  
Nedbank Savings; Account No: 221 252 7594; Branch Code 121217. 
When making a bank deposit please use your call sign as a reference. 
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THE VHF SPECTRUM AND ABOVE 
METEOR SCATTER PROPAGATION 

The Earth passes annually through a number of over-dense meteor streams that create showers in the form of 
visible trails in the upper atmosphere. These meteor trails also reflect VHF radio signals over long distances up to 
2500 km. The best band for meteor scatter communications is undoubtedly 50 MHz, which produces the strongest 
and longest bursts of radio signals. The major annual meteor showers are: January - Quadrantids,  April - Lyrids, May 
- Eta Aquarids. June - Arietids (A daytime shower), July - Southern Delta Aquarids, August - Perseids, October - 
Orionids, November - Leonids, December – Geminids. 

PEAK TIMES 

The visible meteor trails appear to emanate from a point in the sky that is referred to as the radiant. The radiant of 
the shower is named after the constellation of stars that appear in the background and it rises in the east like the 
stars and sets in the west. The best meteor signals appear about an hour after it has risen and about an hour before 
it sets making analogue contacts possible. The number of radio bursts from meteor trails are many times greater 
than the visual rate of the trails. Strong bursts could last 30 seconds or longer, but very long bursts of a minute or 
even up to three minutes have happened on rare occasions. Very short bursts of one or two seconds produce pings 
that are suitable for digital communications. Check the meteor charts for the peak dates. 

CALLING TECHNIQUES 

Meteor skeds on meteor scatter are usually based on five minute calling and five minute listening periods. 
Alternatively give very short calls and listen, for example: CQ ZS2FM ZS2FM ...... ZS2FM ZS6XXX ...... ZS6XXX 26 26 
...... ZS2FM 27 27 ......  ZS6XXX ROGER ...... ZS2FM ROGER. Two snappy operators can complete a MS QSO within 20-
30 seconds in a single burst. If the burst is too short then you can always complete the QSO on the next burst. 

I also used another method and only called during strong bursts which also lasted the longest duration. I monitored 
the old ZS6DN beacon of 50 MHz, and when a meteor burst appeared that exceeded S9 on the meter then I would 
give a brief call. This way I made many meteor scatter contacts on both SSB and FM, and this is how I met Hal Lund, 
ZS6WB, for the first time. My most memorable meteor scatter contact was made during the Arietids daylight meteor 
shower, it was a three-way QSO with the late Bert Howes, ZS6HS, and Servaas Harmsen, ZS6XL, on 50 MHz FM and it 
lasted about three minutes.    

VHF & UHF NEWS 

We are now in the Meteor Scatter season and currently experiencing two daylight meteor showers. The Arietids and 
the Zeta Perseids meteor showers will be present throughout the month of June and peak on 5 and 7 June 2012, 
respectively. If you have never experienced the thrill of working any meteor scatter stations on VHF, then now is 
your chance. First listen for meteor scatter bursts from beacons on 50 MHz, 70 MHz and/or 144 MHz throughout the 
day. When you can hear them then start monitoring 50,200 MHz SSB or 70,200 MHz FM for long distance contacts. 

R.I.P 

It is sad news to hear of the passing of Johan Harmse, ZS2HH. Johan was a very keen 6 metre operator in early years 
and participated in nightly skeds with Hannes Vorster ZS2BE, Graeme Gathercole ZS2OD including Mike ZS2FM. The 
first three are now all departed. We extend our condolences to his family.   

Regards, Mike ZS2FM 

 

 

 

← Photo from Donovan of the RAE Exam - No blood was shed but 
now the stress of waiting for the results... 
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Can an Ohmmeter Test Thyristors and Triacs? 
Question: 

Can I use an ohmmeter to test thyristors and triacs satisfactorily? If so, can someone provide a description and a sketch showing 
the proper hookup? Also, what kind of meter is recommended? - M.B.L. 

Answer: 

When M.B.L. says thyristor, I assume he is referring to a semiconductor 
controlled rectifier (SCR), also called a reverse-blocking triode or thyristor. The 
SCR is a three-terminal device, being essentially an open circuit (anode-to-
cathode) with gate voltage absent, and a solid-state rectifier when gate voltage 
is applied. It may be tested as follows: 

 Connect the ohmmeter as shown in Fig. 1A. Use the R x 1 range. The 
measured resistance should be high (greater than 1 megohm). Next, 
reconnect the ohmmeter with reversed leads as in B. Again, the measured 
resistance should be high. 

 With the ohmmeter leads connected as in B, momentarily connect the gate 
to the anode. The resistance should now read low (less than 1000 ohms), 
even when the gate connection has been broken. The SCR resistance 
instantly goes again high in both directions when either ohmmeter lead is 
lifted. 

The triac is a thyristor with three terminals. It is an open circuit with no gate 
signal present, but conducts in both directions when gate voltage is applied. It is 
tested as follows: 

 Connect the ohmmeter as shown in Fig. 2C. The measured resistance 
should be high. Momentarily connect the gate to anode 2; the resistance 
should go low and remain low even when the gate connection is broken. 
Reconnect the ohmmeter with opposite polarity as shown in Fig. 2D. The 
reading should again be high until the gate-to-anode 2 connection is made, 
then go low as it did before. Although you will occasionally face an SCR or 
triac for which the ohmmeter can't supply sufficient testing current, and 
current from the R x 1 range may damage some sensitive-gate SCRs, the 
basic multimeters are effective for these tests. - 

W.M.C. 

Answer: 

A test can be performed on many SCRs and triacs for an approximate evaluation of their gate firing capabilities by connecting an 
ohmmeter, so that the negative lead is connected to cathode and the positive 
lead is connected to anode. Using the R x 1 scale, short the gate to the anode. A 
reading of approximately 15 to 50 ohms is normal. When the gate-to-anode 
short is removed, the same reading should still show on the meter until the 
ohmmeter leads are removed from cathode or the anode. Now, reconnecting 
the meter leads to cathode and anode should show no reading until the gate is 
again shorted to the anode. For performing this test, any ohmmeter will do. 
Make sure that the resistance measurement is being taken across the device 
and not something else in the circuit. Open an anode, cathode, or gate 
connection if in doubt. Note also that the only valid “failure" SCR or diode 
resistance indications are “open" and "short.” The anode-cathode or gate 
cathode measurement must show a short (0 resistance) in both directions 
(forward and reverse polarity) for a device to be considered "shorted" and 
infinite resistance in both directions for an “open." A diode normally shows low 
resistance in the forward direction and high resistance when the VOM probes 
are reversed. Hence, the VOM can be a check on diode polarity. The SCR 
normally has a high resistance across the anode-cathode in both directions. For 
a SCR to be open, the gate-cathode must also show open. - J.E.R. 

Answer: 

To test a triac: connect ohmmeter to pins No. 1 and 2 as shown in Fig. 3. Set 
ohm scale to x 1 or x 10. The meter should read near infinity. This indicates the 
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power circuit is "off." Next, install temporary jumper between pins No. 2 and 3. Meter should drop to zero or very low. This 
indicates the power circuit is closed. Another handy test is to connect 120V AC (or less) as shown in Fig. 3B. The lamp should go 
on and off, depending on the position of the jumper. The test for a thyristor is essentially the same as for the triac except that 
the triac will conduct in either direction, while the thyristor conducts only in the “forward" position. I have used the above 
“quick and dirty” tests many times. Fig. 4 shows a typical packaging arrangement and symbols for a triac and a thyristor. 
Sometimes pin No. 2 is connected internally to the metal tab, and this simplifies making terminal connection. This can be 
checked with the ohmmeter. Almost any type of multimeter should be satisfactory. - W.L.F. 

Copied from:  

http://kecubung.webfactional.com/can-an-ohmmeter-test-thyristors-and-triacs.pdf 

 

RADIO LAW:  ANTENNA RESTRICTIONS IN BELGIUM GET TIGHTER 
Copied from Amateur Radio Newsline. For more interesting news items see: http://www.arnewsline.org/ 

If you think it's hard to put up an antenna in some locations here in the USA its nothing in comparison to what's happening in 
Belgium.  That's where antenna restrictions have gotten even tighter than before and its happening with the government 
blessings.  In fact, the rules are so stringent that it could force some hams off the air. Amateur Radio Newsline's Skeeter Nash, 
N5ASH, reports: 

The Belgian national amateur radio society's website has posted an update on the restrictive antenna requirements recently 
imposed by the Flemish Government.  The registration seems to apply to antennas that operate between 10 MHz through 10 
Gigahertz, the amount of time a ham is actually transmitting and the power output of his or her station. 

Going by the latest information, it would appear that Flemish amateurs, who transmit less than 175 hours a year at 20 watts 
Effective Radiated Power or less, are required to submit forms to the government for each antenna they have. Multi-band 
antennas require multiple submissions of forms. 

For instance, a tri-band Yagi antenna for 20, 15 and 10 meters requires three separate submissions.  And if any changes to an 
antenna are made, all of the paperwork must be resubmitted. 

But wait.  It gets worse.  If transmission are made from an antenna for more than 175 hours a year or with an Effective Radiated 
Power greater than 20 watts then it appears the bureaucracy involved is even more complex. 

 

SOME MORE TIME FOR ZU LICENSEES OVER 25 TO WRITE THE CLASS A EXAM 
ZU Licensees (class B) will have more time to study and write the class A examination. In a discussion with ICASA the agency 
confirmed that the rule that class B licensees will lose their licence if they are over 25 years old will only apply once the 
corrections to the regulation which were published on 31 March 2011 have been promulgated. After that date holders of ZU 
licences who are over 25 years old will get two years to qualify for the class A licence. There is no indication when the 
revisions will be published. 

 

PEARS AGM 2012 - List of Certificates Awarded 
Ou Toppie Garth Laaks ZS2HB Certificates for Trophy Winners 

 
Barry Jackson ZS2H HRO Ham of the Year Andre van Deventer ZS2BK 

Appreciation Awards VHF Trophy Andre van Deventer ZS2BK 

Member Assistance Glen Cummings ZS2GV DX Trophy Gerrit Rautenbach ZS2XD 

Repeaters Chris Scarr ZS2AAW Merit Cup Theunis Potgieter ZS2EC 

Treasurer Clive Fife ZS2RT Constructors Trophy Allan Whitehead ZS2R 

QSX Editor Eric Hosten ZS2ECH PEARS Achievement Andre van Deventer ZS2BK 

SARL News Rory Norton ZS2BL    

SARL News Ewalt Bower ZS2EHB    

RAE Classes Donovan van Loggerenberg ZS2DL    

Rally Planning Beavan Gwilt ZS2RL    

PEARS Donations Colin Schroder ZR2CRS    

 
Gehoor van die vrou wat haar trouvideo in rewind kyk? 
Dis vir haar so mooi as haar pa haar terug vat, 
en haar man loop stil-stil uit die kerk, 
en vat sy hele famielie saam....  
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Life on the ocean wave 
The S.A. Maritime Mobile Network has been in existence since 1979—During that time numerous yachtsmen have 
made contact with it—requesting wx or other info, more so from loners on a round the world trips. On reaching their 
destination the net controller Graham ZS2ABK has received e-mails from some re the excellent service by coastal 
stations etc. The following e-mail was received on 30-4-2012 from Greg VE2MUR is one of interest and has been 
cleared for publication. 

DES ZS2ABU  

Graham 
I have had quite a past 5 months. 

I left East London on 25 November 2011 and arrived on the 
west coast of the Kerguelen 23 days later.  I had a tricky 
landfall but otherwise the trip was quite peaceful with no 
gales but only 3 or 4 cold fronts. I spent just over 2 months 
on the west coast of Kerguelen. You were hospitalized just 
before I arrived in Kerguelen and Sam kindly took my daily 
position and passed on the valuable weather information 
that you have provided for this voyage and the preceding one 
from Brazil to East London; Brian (ZS5AZH) also came up 
every Sunday and his very good signal was received with 
pleasure during my entire stay in Kerguelen. The botany, 
geology, birds, and mammals of Kerguelen entertained me 
very nicely for the time I was there, and I burned coal that I 
purchased in East London for heat during stay.  

The next leg was to be from Kerguelen to New Caladonia passing around the south end of Tasmania. I discovered 
during my stay in Kerguelen that it was to be a bit tricky getting off the west coast due to the anchorage exit and the 
almost constant west and southwest seas and wind. There was an anchorage on the south coast but I was unable to 
make it in daylight as I ran into a contrary current when I rounded the south end of the island. I was reluctant to 
attempt a night entrance with radar as there is extensive kelp and there exist no adequate charts. I thus hove to on 
the south end of the island for what turned out to be my first of 7 gales. In the morning I had been pushed 2S miles 
south and was now at 50 17 South. I then proceeded on my way and in the first 10 days I had 3 more gales and had 
made only 400 miles. I had also suffered much damage such as 2 deck welded mast supports pulling out of the deck 
and steering systems out of commission for 36 hours, companionway dodger with 4 of 7 bolts sheared off, and the 
transom arch broken. I ended up putting epoxy putty into the deck holes to stop the water entering the boat, 
smashed down the dodger and the transom arch, repaired the mechanical steering, and put up with unreliable 
hydraulic steering.  

After this damage I essentially still had 3300 miles to go to Tasmania. My gales were not over as I endured 3 more to 
make it 7 in total with several cold fronts in between, with one gale requiring me to be riding on drogue for 5 1/2 
days. I assembled the Jordan series drogue in East London after being knocked down about 100 miles off Cape St. 
Francis in South Africa when I arrived from Brazil. I believe that without this drogue (which I deployed 7 times 
between Kerguelen and Tasmania) I and the boat may well have not survived.  

I was not planning on stopping in Tasmania due to Australian requirements for pets, barley, wheat/beans etc., and 
all my wooden oars/botanical samples; all of which they would confiscate! At least weeks before arriving in 
Tasmania I was in email contact with Hobart Customs and I explained my damage and necessity for safety reasons to 
enter Australia and effect repairs (first time in my life I pleaded entry for safety reasons). The Australian authorities 
have been very cooperative and supportive. Upon arrival they have permitted me to keep the cat onboard and did 
not confiscate any of my food nor botanical samples as I have been permitted to tie to a buoy and thus the cat can 
stay aboard. I am however not permitted without permission to move the boat and I an expected to leave the 
country when my repairs are completed.  

Thus after 49 days at sea, I paid quite a price in endurance since leaving Kerguelen but I don’t think my life sailing 
experience would have been complete without Kerguelen nor probably experiencing all that quite extreme weather. 
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I wanted to see those magnificent southern seas and now I have seen them; I think I will be quite content to never 
venture below 40 South again in this life time.  

Thank you to yourself, Sam, Brian, Des, and the other net members who have helped me on both voyages with 
contacts, relays, position reports, and weather. I will always remember starting to use 7120 after I lost you on 20 
meter and being welcomed to the daily net. I especially remember my- first contact with OKO (ZS1OKO) who relayed 
my position from nearby Napier to Sam. The friendly nature of your 40 meter hams was later to be repeated by 
many South Africans that I met in East London, all of which helped to make my 7 month stay in East London a 
memorable pleasant experience. 

I have used several ham radio nets on my three voyages and I will always fondly remember the South African 
Maritime Mobile Net. 

Regards to you all.  
Greg Soroka  
SV Alcidae III 

The Kerguelen Islands in French commonly Îles Kerguelen or Archipel de Kerguelen but officially Archipel des 
Kerguelen or Archipel Kerguelen, also known as the Desolation Islands, are a group of islands in the southern Indian 
Ocean constituting one of the two emerged parts of the mostly submerged Kerguelen Plateau. The islands, along with 
Adélie Land, the Crozet Islands and the Amsterdam and Saint Paul Islands are part of the French Southern and 
Antarctic Lands and are administered as a separate district. There are no indigenous inhabitants, but France 
maintains a permanent presence of 50 to 100 scientists, engineers and researchers. 

The main island, Grande Terre, is 6,675 km2 (2,577 sq mi) in area and is surrounded by a further 300 smaller islands 
and islets, forming an archipelago of 7,215 km2 (2,786 sq mi). The climate is raw and chilly with frequent high winds 
throughout the year. While the surrounding seas are generally rough, they remain ice-free year-round. There is no 
airport on the islands, so all travel and transport from the outside world is conducted by ship. 

For more info see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kerguelen_Islands 

 

Vacuum Tube failure 
notes from ZS2R 

I have recently been repairing a Trio TS 500 and came across an interesting problem with the final tubes (4146). This 
might be old hat to some of our old timers but my findings could be of interest to all running valves, or tubes, in 
linear amplifiers.  

The valves under question appeared in good shape. The bias and drive were within specification but I could not get 
the steady state plate current up without moving the bias way off specification. I dusted off my books on valves from 
the fifties and eventually browse the internet for the causes of this failure. Those interested might like to read: 
Getting the Most out of Vacuum Tubes by Robert B Tomer, available free, as a pdf file from the internet (about 
13 Mbytes) - http://archive.org/details/GettingTheMostOutOfVacuumTubes_105 

The problem is called the build-up of an interface between the cathode and the cathode coating, often called 
interface resistance. Tomer goes on to explain that this resistance is shunted by a small capacitance and suggests 
that this interface might be a kind of separation or break of contact between the cathode and its coating. Because of 
this capacitance one can expect the valve to operate better at higher frequencies. 
So back to the bench and I fired up the old TS 500 again and could get about 1 watt output on 40 m (7 MHz)  at best 

but about 5 watt on 10 m (28 MHz). Feeling satisfied that I now understood the problem I turned my attention as to 

how one might prevent this interface from developing. Reading further from Tomer's book and other references it is 

clear that when a valve is operated with the heater on and little or no plate current this interface resistance will 

develop surprisingly quickly. That's the bottom line and all you hams running expensive valves in linear amplifiers 

need to keep those heaters off when the linear is not being used. No wonder my old FT101 has a separate switch to 

turn the heaters off when not transmitting. I am in no way suggesting that heaters be cycled on and off often as that 

can lead to other problems.  
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DX CORNER – JUNE 2012 
May turned out to be one of the most exciting DX months for some time, with two major expeditions on the air 
simultaneously.  The surprise was the activation of Yemen, one of the rarest entities of them all, by a Russian team.  

7O6T –YEMEN 

According to team leaders Dmitry RA9USU, Igor RA3AUU and David K3LP planning began as early as February 2010. 
At first even the planners did not think it was even possible – no amateur licence had been issued in Yemen for many 
years. After several trips by Dmitry to both Sana’a and Socotra Island, it became apparent that a DXPedition MIGHT 
be possible. However due to the fragile nature of the discussions details were kept confidential, with Dmitry only 
confiding in Igor and David.  

Initial planning was for the operation to occur in the first week of June 2012, to operate from Socotra Island. After 
Dmitry landed on Socotra Island on April 12, it became apparent that their plan was coming to fruition faster than 
expected. Dmitry made a couple of round trips to and from Socotra Island and Sana’a resulting in several formal 
approvals being given. At this point, they were faced with a choice on either to have Dmitry operate as a single 
operator or try to organize a team and have them fly two days later to Socotra Island. They elected to proceed with a 
bigger team and try their best to make it a significant operation. Dmitry and Igor contacted David just as he arrived 
in California at the Visalia DX-Convention on April 18-19, 2012, that the trip was a go and needed to be started on 
April 30 and ended on May 15, 2012. This forced them to abandon their prior plans and rapidly devise a quick and 
dirty approach before the opportunity disappeared. This meant assembling an operating team that could go 
immediately, applying for VISAs, having each team member pack their applicable radios, amps, computers, antennas, 
filters, keyer, headset, coax, etc., immediately purchase their airline tickets and get ready to depart on April 26, 2012 
arriving in Socotra Island on April 28, 2012. This also meant that they were not in a position to discuss or request 
donations from organizations, clubs or individuals in fear of having the DX-pedition cancelled. This made the logistics 
of the trip extremely expensive for the individuals involved. In order not to draw any attention to their activities, 
they used only one large movement of equipment into the country and prevented the arriving team members from 
bringing anything. In addition, no informal or formal announcement was made until April 30, 2012 as they activated 
the 7O6T website (www.yemen2012.com) and communicated details via the internet and emails. The 
announcement generated a huge response, and when the operation went QRT on 15 May 162 029 QSOs were 
logged!!  Amongst these were a number of ZS stations, and several PEARS members as well! Donovan ZS2DL topped 
the ZS list with 12 QSOs, closely followed by ZS2EZ with 10. Also in the list are ZS2DK, ZS2CR, ZS2Y, ZS2I, ZS2XD, 
ZS2LR and ZS4N. All in all, 43 unique ZS callsigns made it into the 7O6T log.  

6O0CW – SOMALIA 

Running concurrently with the Yemen operation was an expedition by an Italian team to neighbouring Somalia. As 
Somalia is currently rated as the Most Dangerous Country on earth for visitors, it was a very surprising destination 
for a sizeable Dxpedition! Despite this, the 6O0CW operation did well, making 53 127 QSOs. They also operated a 
decent amount of RTTY, with that mode comprising 10% of their contacts. 

PLANNED DXPEDITIONS FOR JUNE 2012 

Very few to look forward to: 

Montserrat(VP2) : June 7 – Aug 6 by VP2MDD 

Malta (9H) : June 17 – 29 by 9H3ZZ 

Iceland (TF) : June 17 – 30 by VE3IKV 

American Samoa (KH8) : June 27 – July 3 by N7RO 

CONTEST ACTIVITY FOR JUNE. 

No major contests this month. Highlights are the IARU Region 1 CW Field Day (June 2/3) and the The All-Asian DX CW 
Contest (Jun 16/17).  

 

That’s all for this month. See you in the pileups!! 

73 de Barry ZS2EZ  
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Sunday Bulletins 
PEARS bulletins are transmitted on Sundays immediately 
after the SARL English transmission, i.e. at about 08:30 on 
7098 kHz as well as the 2 metre linked network that 
provides from Butterworth to George and up to the Free 
State and their environs. PEARS 7098 or 3640 kHz 
transceiver facilities are also remotely linked as needed. In 
addition, the SARL's 40 m operations on 7082 or 7066 kHz 
or Hamnet's 7070 kHz can be remotely patched to the 2 m 
network in receive only mode or with full transceive 
capability for interactive events.  
A recorded rebroadcast of the bulletin takes place on the 
Eastern Cape Linked Repeater Network every Monday night 
at 20h00 courtesy of various volunteers who rotate this 
duty. 

Bulletin Roster 
27 May Glen ZS2GV 

3 June Llise ZS2LLD 

10 June Clive ZS2RT 

17 June Freddy ZR2FM 

24 June Chris ZS2AAW 

1 July Patsy ZS2PTY 

8 July Theunis ZS2EC 

The bulletin readers are always 
looking for something to 

announce. If you have 
something to contribute, please 

forward it to the next reader. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

BIRTHDAYS – June 

02 Vanessa XYL of Glen Cummings ZS2GV 
03 Tim Joubert ZS2X 
05 June ZS2JJ XYL of Mike Jones ZS2MJ 
06 George Whitehead ZS2GO 
06 Linton Rohl ZS2IC 
09 Gus Winter ZS2MC 
10 Ken Victor ZS2OC 
13 James Hoole ZS2AB 
14 Glen Fyffe ZS2GF 
16 Clement Holmes ZS2CT 
18 Ingrid XYL of Dawid Petzer ZS1PC 
18 Robert van der Merwe ZS2VD 
19 Neville Bowden ZS2N 

21 Fredrick Leibach ZR2FM 
25 Terry Flanagan ZS2AB 
29 Dennis Hibberd ZU2KF 
29 Vaughan Rizzo ZS2VR 

ANNIVERSARIES – June 

10 Gwen and Dennis Hibberd ZU2KF 
14 Heather and James Hoole ZS2ABM 
26 Rosemary ZR2MCR and Rob ZS2ROB MacGeoghegan 
30 Marelyn and Ettienne van Niekerk 

If you are a member and your birthday or 
anniversary details are omitted or incorrect, 
please notify Clive ZS2RT (or any committee 

member) to update our records. 
 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
26 May PEARS Fun Contest 

26 – 27 May CQ WPX CW 

27 May SARL Digital Contest 

30 May SARL 80 m Club Championship - Digital 

16 June National Amateur Radio Day and Youth Day Sprint 

19 June PEARS monthly meeting 

21 – 25 June SARL Top Band QSO Party 

11 July VW Rally briefing meeting (Wednesday meeting!) 

13-14 July VW Rally 

 

EME WORKED ALL CONTINENTS 
Congratulations to Andre van Deventer, ZS2BK, for completing his EME WORKED ALL CONTINENTS. 
Andre has now made an EME contact with a station in Africa, Europe, Asia, Oceania, North and South 
America. 
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Your Society’s Committee for 2012/2013 
Chairman, Events organising Tony Allen ZR2TX 082 956 2920 tony.zr2tx[at]gmail.com 
Vice Chairman, 
Technical/repeaters 

Glen Cummings ZS2GV 082 411 2743 glen[at]peham.co.za 

Secretary, Events organising Llise Dodd ZS2LLD  llise[at]peham.co.za 
Treasurer Clive Fife ZS2RT 041 367 3203 clive[at]peham.co.za 
Social, Meetings Patsy Kruger ZS2PTY  patsy[at]peham.co.za 
Public Relations Johannes Geldenhuys 

ZS2JO 
O82 320 3032 Johannes[at]s4.co.za 

Events Fred Leibach ZR2FM O86 619 9650 fredl[at]postnet.co.za 
QSX Distribution, Contests, 
Awards 

Theunis Potgieter 
ZS2EC 

082 766 8830 zs2ec[at]qsl.net 

Technical/repeaters, WiFi Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 082 925 6367 christopher[at]peham.co.za 

CO-OPTED POSTS 
RAE Examination Admin. Donovan ZS2DL 082 852 4885 zs2dl[at]hamradio.co.za 
Assessors Rory ZS2BL 

Chris ZS2AAW 
Donovan ZS2DL 
Bill ZS2ABZ 

072 026 8909 
082 925 6367 
082 852 4885 
041 581 2580 

rory[at]commco.co.za 
christopher[at]peham.co.za 
zs2dl[at]hamradio.co.za 
zs2abz[at]isat.co.za 

VHF, Hamnet contest scoring Al ZS2U 041 360 2983 al[at]peham.co.za 
Contest Committee Theunis ZS2EC 

Mike ZS2FM 
082 766 8830 
084 612 9600 

contest[at]peham.co.za 
mcbosch[at]webafrica.org.za 

Meetings catering  Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ O41 581 2580 zs2abz[at]isat.co.za 
QSX Editor Eric Hosten ZS2ECH 072 8414 693 qsx[at]peham.co.za 

Replace [at] with @ when you want to send an email (this is done to try to prevent spamming). 

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services 

Local Repeaters: 
These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area. 

Town VHF 
145,050/650 

Town UHF 
431,050/438,650 

Uitenhage 
145,075/675 

Tygerhoek 
145,000/600 

Longmore 
145,025/625 

Cape Linked System Repeaters: 
These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, in conjunction with the Border, Southern Cape and 

WCRWG systems. See www.zs2pe.co.za/Repeaters/repeaters.htm for more details. 
Lady's Slipper 
145,100/700 

Grahamstown 
145,150/750 

Cradock 
145,050/650 

Noupoort 
438,750 / 438,675 

Colesberg 
431,075/438,675 

Kareedouw 
145,127/725 

Plett 
145,175/775 

Brenton 
145,075/675 

Packet network: 
ZS0NTP-2 Packet Node 

Lady’s Slipper 
10,151 LSB 300bd APRS 

144,800 1200bd 
438,275 1200bd (FWD) 

434,875 9600bd 
434,800 1200bd APRS 
Cape Linked System 

ZS0NTP BBS 
Lady’s Slipper 

On all node frequencies 

ZS0GHT-2 Packet Node 
Grahamstown 

144,800 1200bd 
434,800 1200bd (FWD) 

439,850 9600bd 

ZS0CDK-2 Digi 
Cradock 

144,800 1200bd 

ZS0KDJ APRS Digi 
Mount Road 

434,800 1200bd 

ZS0KDB APRS Digi 
Longmore 

434,800 1200bd 

ZS2ABZ-4 
WMR918 WX Station 

144,625 1200bd 

VHF Beacon: 50,006 MHz FSK – ZS2X, 25 Watts into 2 element Yagi beaming north. 

Banking details (for subs & donations): NEDBANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT No. 221 252 7594, Bank 
code 121217, A/C name: Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society. Please use call signs as a reference. 
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IF NOT DELIVERED 
RETURN TO 

 
Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society 

PO Box 10402 
LINTON GRANGE 

6015 

 
AMATEUR RADIO is the hobby for RADIO EXPERIMENTERS 

and those who like to fiddle with ELECTRONICS, 
COMMUNICATIONS or COMPUTERS 
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Addendum 1 – Portable Operation 
By Al ZS2U 

There are several reasons why you may wish to operate a portable station. You may just wish to keep in 
touch with your ham friends when you are away from home, participate in contests, provide 
communications for sport events such as the Volkswagen Rally, or provide emergency communications. 
Whatever the reason, hopefully we will see an upsurge in interest in portable operation. 

We have the Volkswagen Rally in July and the PEARS Two Metre Fun Contest in August, so how about 
participating in at least one of the two events? 

Portable antennas require a somewhat different approach to construct as compared to base station 
antennas. In order to give some ideas on the construction of such antennas, I will be giving a talk and 
demonstrations at the June meeting. Maybe you have some ideas too. 

One antenna, constructed according to the article below, will be on display. 

73, 

Al ZS2U 

 

Two metre Half Wave Antenna 

 

L  = 0,08 μH = 5 turns 

 10 mm dia. 20 mm long. 

 Tap adjusted to match. 

 Start with 1½turns from bottom. 

 

 


